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of the Italian clergy afc this time was far from satisfactory. On the other hand, we must take care not to exaggerate the corruption. The offences with which the Italians are charged are often little more than breaches of decorum and ecclesiastical etiquette, and even the worst cases cannot for a moment be compared with the flagrant crimes which are attributed, to the ITrench clergy of this period,1 or to the Italian clergy of the Middle Ages. A comparison of clerical manners, as represented by Gregory of Tours and Gregory of Koine, would result in a verdict distinctly favourable to the ecclesiastics of Italy. Nevertheless, it seems clear that, in. the sixth century, we may observe the beginning of that corruption in Italian ecclesiastical circles, which culminated in the scandalous licence of the tenth and eleventh centuries. The levity and neglect of duty which were found to bo so widespread in the suburbicarian provinces wore significant signs of a degeneracy, which already, like a disease, had fastened upon the Italian priesthood, and which oven the genius of Gregory was unable to euro. For tho moment, indeed, by his vigorous action, the decline was arrested; but it was beyond tho power of any single man to avert it altogether. While tho 1'opo himself superintended the conduct of the bishops, summoning those accused of misdemeanours to appear boforo him at Borne,* or, in less serious cases, before his agent or other bishops specially commissioned to act as judges,8 ho was generally content to leave in the hands of tho bishops both the election and the government of the rest of the clergy. At the same time, ho constantly urged upon tho bishops the duty of maintaining strict discipline in tlioir dioceses, and specially commended those who, like Theodore of Lilybaeum (Marsala), were diligent in so doing.4 Sometimes, however, whether in response to an appeal or in consequence of information received, Gregory felt bound to interfere in the interests of order. Thus, to take a single example, it was reported to Mm. that a certain deacon of Cagliari named Liberatus, was accustomed wrongfully to take precedence of
1 Soo Mow, Vol. II. pp. 64, 56.
8 E.g. Januarlus of Gagliari, Loo of Qatania, Gregory of Girgonti, Bxhllaratua of Palermo.
8 A'.{/. Luoillus of Malta, Bonifaoiua of Beggio.
4 KM*, iii. 40.
VOL.  I.                                                                                          2   Uto restore the duties, and to refrain in future frora meddling with municipal matters ; if, however, he felt that he had any real diatom, ho might efcill Bend a representative to Koine, where his pretensions would bo fairly investigated (ibid. ix. 70). How the affair ended wo have no means oC knowing.
